
Call for Papers: Popular Culture/American Culture Association of the South, 

Young Adult Popular Culture Area 

Submission deadline: June 1, 2022          Notification of acceptance: by July 1, 2022 

The Young Adult Popular Culture area of the Popular Culture/American Culture Association of the 

South invites proposals for individual presentations, roundtable discussions, or full panels of 3-4 

papers at the 2022 PCAS/ACAS annual conference, to be held October 13-15, 2022 in New 

Orleans, LA. See pcasacas.org/pcasdir/ for more information on the conference. 

From the recent hold Euphoria has had on multiple demographics, to BTS mania, to YA literature 

and its many adaptations, it’s clear that these cultural products and their themes remain compelling 

long after we leave adolescence. YA popular culture is rich with a number of opportunities for 

original and compelling scholarship, and PCAS/ACAS is committed to encouraging growth in this 

relatively young field.  

Interdisciplinary approaches are especially welcome, as are presentations that go beyond the 

traditional scholarly paper format. Some potential topics include, but are certainly not limited to: 

--Historical approaches to and the history of YA popular culture 

--YA literature and/or coming-of-age narratives 

--Fandom and fan cultures 

--Teen films and television 

--Boy bands and other music aimed at/created by this age group 

--Fashion 

--Social media, apps (TikTok, etc.), and podcasts 

--Games, comics, and graphic novels 

--Global elements of/approaches to YA popular culture 

--Sites of intersection between YA popular culture and other demographics, media, genres and/or 

modes (melodrama, romance fiction, horror, etc.) 

--Advertising images and appeals 

--Representation of gender, race/ethnicity, social class/socioeconomic status, sexuality, ability and 

the body, religion, etc. 

--Disruptive texts and innovations in genre or form 

--Pedagogical approaches to YA popular culture (K-12 and post-secondary) 

PCAS/ ACAS is dedicated to working toward equity, diversity, and inclusion, both within our 

organization and in academia at large. As such, we encourage submissions by underrepresented 

and marginalized scholars based upon race, gender, sexuality, and employment status (e.g., 

graduate students and non-tenure track or unaffiliated/independent scholars). 

To propose a presentation (of 20 minutes or less), panel, or a roundtable discussion for the Young 

Adult Popular Culture Area, please send the following to Area Chair Cori Mathis at 

YAPopularCulturePCAS@gmail.com by June 1: 



Name of presenter(s), institutional affiliation (if any), & email address for each presenter 

Type of submission (individual paper, full panel, or roundtable) 

Presentation abstract (250 words or fewer) 

Indication if you need access to A/V (not all rooms have A/V available) or will have scheduling 

issues that necessitate a specific arrangement 

Submission deadline is June 1, 2022; notifications of acceptance will be sent by July 1, 2022. 

NOTE: In order to be considered for the Young Adult Popular Culture Area, please follow the 

instructions above rather than submitting through the PCAS/ACAS website. The Area Chair will 

organize panels from accepted submissions and submit those directly to the site. 

Everyone is invited to submit one academic paper and can, in addition, participate in a roundtable 

discussion or creative session. Only those proposals intended for the Young Adult Popular Culture 

area should be submitted as outlined above; the PCAS/ACAS website has an online submission 

form for the General Call.  

 

 

 


